


Dear Mr Guyatt

Your client:    North Somerset District Council (“NSDC”)
Property: Plots   05/90, 05/106, 05/107, 05/113, 05/115 and 05/135 as shown on the 
Crown Land Plans attached to the Application ("the Property") 
Application for consent pursuant to section 135 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
Application”)

I understand that you are instructed on behalf of NSDC in respect of the Portishead 
Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) Development Consent Order Application (“the DCO”). 

I am instructed to respond on behalf of the Secretary of State for Transport (SoST) in 
respect of the DCO.

The land required for the DCO includes the Property in which the SoST has an interest 
and therefore constitutes Crown land as defined in section 227 of the Planning Act 2008 
("the Act").

The entries relating to the SoST for Plots 05/90 and 05/115 relate to a caution against first 
registration in respect of land below, relating to a Deed of Grant of Easement dated 8th 
November 2007 between Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (NRIL) and The Secretary of 
State for Transport.  NRIL's land, comprising the former railway under the M5 motorway, 
is unregistered.

The entries relating to the SoST for Plots 05/106, 05/107, 05/113 and 05/135 in respect of 
a right to construct an access track and rights of access and to discharge water, across 
neighbouring land, owned by First Corporate Shipping Limited t/a Bristol Port Company 
(AV236684 – Freehold and AV213537 – Leasehold). This letter applies if and to the 
extent that SoST retains an interest for the purposes of s227 of the Planning Act 2008 in 
those Plots. To the extent that such interests have passed to Highways England, the 
Applicant has confirmed that it will act in accordance with a Statement of Common 
Ground dated 22 October 2020 made between NSDC and Highways England. 
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